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President’s Message 

by Jonathan P. Kagan

AABA continues the tradition of giving

The time between Thanksgiving 
and New Year’s is always a 
whirlwind. It is diffi cult to fi nd 

time for yourself among holiday parties, 
family activities, 
shopping for gifts, 
and the daily demands 
of the practice of 
law. Despite these 
time constraints around the holidays, 
members of the AABA continue 
to donate their time to support the 
Association’s charitable activities, and 
those individuals deserve recognition 
for we all benefi t from their efforts. 
The AABA’s charitable activities not 
only assist those in need, but also help 
increase the profi le and perception of 
attorneys in our community.
Thanksgiving

On a cold morning in the week 
prior to Thanksgiving, the AABA had 
several attorneys take time out of their 
schedules to hand out turkey baskets 
to residents at the Admiral Oaks 
community in Annapolis and through 
the Van Bokkelen Elementary School 
in Severn. Gloria Wilson Shelton 
deserves recognition for her work 
in organizing our volunteers. Saul 
McCormick, John Gardner and Jim 
Garland assisted in the effort.  The 
AABA also thanks the long list of fi rms 
and attorneys who provided fi nancial 
donations to make the Thanksgiving 
drive another annual success.

In these diffi cult economic times, 
the Angel Tree Program (sponsored by 
the Circuit Court, Offi ce of the Clerk 
and the AABA) needed a lot of attorney 
support because of the large number 
of local children needing assistance.  
Many of our members supported the 
Program and donated gifts.  
2008 Holiday Party

As I hacked into my clinched 
fi sts and threw another tissue into the 

wastebasket, I thought fondly of my 
colleagues and friends in the AABA 
enjoying the annual Holiday Party in 
the lobby of the Severn Bank Build-

ing on Dec. 10. 
Unfortunately, I 
was sick and was 
unable attend the 
event.  As my part-

ner, Jon Brassel, told guests in my 
absence, “Jon must really not feel 
well. He is not one to miss free food 

and drink.” Jon and several other 
sources report that the Holiday Party 
was a great success and more than 
130 attorneys attended the event. 
The AABA thanks Alan Hyatt and 
Severn Savings Bank for sponsor-
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Practice Notes...
Compiled by Hon. Philip Caroom
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FAX: 410.280-6966. 
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A WATERFRONT DINING
EXPERIENCE TO REMEBER...
Sunday Brunch
9:30 am — 1 pm

Friday Seafood Buffet
5:30 pm — 8:30 pm
All-U-Can-Eat

Thursday Oyster Night

410.867.7110
6158 Drum Point Rd
Deale, MD
www.SkippersPier.com

Personal injury - landlord/tenant - statutory 
duty: Where tenant was injured in fi re set by third 
party, court erroneously granted summary judg-
ment for landlord where landlord violated statutory 
duty to maintain safe emergency exit for fi res, 
regardless of cause. Rivers v. Hagner Management 
Corp., – Md. App. – (10/29/08).
Evidence - what is a ‘self-authenticating’ docu-
ment?: (An “oldie but goodie” entry.) Per Rule 5-
902(a)(8), any notarized document is “self-authen-
ticating,” although other hurdles for admissibility 
may depend on its contents. Hartford Accident v. 
Scarlett Harbor Associates, 109 Md. App. 217, at 
264 (1997).
Crimes - vehicular homicide - “operating”: Facts- 
State charged truck driver with vehicular homicide 
due to his failure to mark or arrange removal of 
gravel accidentally spilled on roadway with fatal ac-
cident resulting. Holding- Although driver violated 
traffi c provisions, this was not “operating” and could 

not form basis for vehicular homicide. DiGennaro 
v. State, – Md. App. – (10/29/08). 
Criminal procedure - shortcut to jury waiver: 
Where defendant acknowledged that he knew how 
a jury trial worked because he had a previous jury 
trial, this eliminated the need for more informa-
tional questions before jury waiver. Walker v. State, 
–  Md. – 910/24/08).
All bar association members are invited to 
contribute Practice Notes as to any legal points 
or information which might be useful to other 
attorneys. These should be sent to: Attn.- Hon. 
Philip Caroom, Court House, P.O. Box 2395, 
Annapolis, Md. 21404 or by email to ctcaro44@
aacounty.org.

Since 1976

108 Old Solomons Island Rd., Suite U-3
Annapolis, MD 21401
(410)224-4BWA (4292)
Fax (410)224-1321

Stephen Willlett
President
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Continued on page 4

Court Reporters & Legal Video Services

 • Expedited, Realtime Transcripts
 • E-Transcripts & Word Indexing by
 Pubnetics©
 • LiveNote FT 
 • Video Depositions and Playbacks
 • Condensed Transcripts and ASCII 
 

Deposition Suites Available:
Annapolis • Baltimore • Easton • Salisbury
Greenbelt • Rockville • Washington, D.C. 

Alexandria, VA

410-269-0308
1-800-243-8381

Fax 410-269-6013

e-mail: GoreReporting@GoreReporting.
com

www.GoreReporting.com

Gore Reporting Company

Changes in the District Court
by Hon. John P. McKenna, Administrative Judge 

The schedule will 

be published on a 

monthly basis in 

the Anne Arundel 

Bar Association’s 

newsletter, The 

Barrister. 

Things are changing in the District Court, but 
perhaps the more things change, the more they 
stay the same. Members of the bar should be 

aware that the District Court is implementing certain 
procedural changes which will affect your practices. 
Hopefully, these changes will make the District Court 
more effi cient and user-friendly for lawyers, citizens, 
and anyone else who has business with the District 
Court for Anne Arundel County.
Judges’ Courtroom Schedule

The District Court for Anne Arundel County now 
joins the growing number of jurisdictions which pub-
lish the schedule of judges’ courtroom assignments. 
The schedule will be published on a monthly basis in 
the Anne Arundel Bar Association’s newsletter, The 
Barrister. These schedules show by the judges’ initials 
the assignment of each judge to each courtroom in 
the upcoming months as well as scheduled appear-
ances of visiting or retired judges. These schedules 
may be subject to change due to contingencies such 
as sick leave, vacation schedules, or other unexpected 
changes in the schedule. Members of the bar are 
encouraged to review the schedules in case prepara-

tion. If counsel in criminal or serious motor vehicle 
matters wishes to pray a jury trial, the District Court 
encourages counsel to fi le the jury trial demand early 
and promptly so that the clerk’s offi ce may schedule 
another case on the date for which your case was 
originally scheduled. In civil matters, civil attorneys 
are encouraged to review the judges’ schedule and as 
always, we urge counsel to begin settlement negotia-
tions as early as possible so that more docket space is 
made available when a settled case falls out for trial.  
Unfortunately, since we do not receive notifi cation 
as to the identity of the visiting judges until the day 
before scheduled court appearances, it is impossible 
to identify visiting judges on the schedule. 
New District Court Bail Review Procedures

Previously, all bail reviews in the District Court 
for Anne Arundel County were conducted only at 
2 p.m. in either two or three courtrooms depending 
upon the number of bails scheduled each day. Recent-
ly, the District Court has implemented a change in bail 
review procedure such that all bail reviews are now 
conducted in Courtroom 2 of the Annapolis District 

DOMESTIC REFERRALS

We seek referrals in the following 
areas of law:

• Divorce
• Separation
• Custody
• Child Support
• Property Issues
• QDRO’S

Contact:  William L. Corbin, Esq.
  P. Gregory Hilton, Esq.
  E. Anne Hamel, Esq.

Corbin, Schaffer & Aviles
4 Evergreen Road

Severna Park, Maryland 21146

410.544.0314

Visit our website at:
www.csalaw.com
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Continued on page 5

301-602-7075
410-768-5989 (fax) 
www.mckeeadr.com 

McKee ADR
Solution Focused.  Results Oriented.

Hon. Graydon S. McKee, III 
Chief Judge (Retired) 

Certified Mediator 

Kerr Building 
153 Mayo Road, Suite 201 

Edgewater, MD  21037 

Rebecca Mitch McKee, LCPC, NCC 
Certified Mediator 

District Court...
Continued from page 3

Court with roughly half of the bail reviews scheduled 
at 10:30 a.m. and the remaining half scheduled at 1:30 
p.m. Generally, the 10:30 a.m. bail reviews are the 
cases processed through the Annapolis District Court 
Commissioner’s Offi ce, and the staggered start time 
of 10:30 a.m. is necessary in order for the Detention 
Center, Commissioner’s Offi ce, and clerk’s offi ce 
to gather the necessary information, record checks, 
and other information relevant to the bail review.  
The 1:30 p.m. bail reviews are generally the cases 
processed through the District Court Commissioner’s 
Offi ce at the Glen Burnie location. The bail review 
schedule is arranged such that the same judge may 
not always hear both the bail reviews in the morning 
and in the afternoon.
New Pre-Trial Settlement Conference Assignments

With the appointment of our three new judges, 
Judge Duden, Judge Reilly, and Judge Spencer 
are assigned to the Glen Burnie location, although 
our scheduling plans will involve some rotation so 
that the Glen Burnie and Annapolis judges spend a 
certain amount of time at each location. However, 
since Judge Duden and Judge Spencer have civil 
experience, they have volunteered to administer the 
pre-trial settlement conference program which we 
have for years conducted at the Glen Burnie location, 

the site of the District Court’s civil fi les.  Members of 
the bar are again reminded that if a case is anticipated 
to require more than two hours of trial time, counsel 
should contact the clerk’s offi ce so that a specially 
set date is considered. In civil cases, Judge Duden 
and Judge Spencer will review the case for the ap-
propriateness of a pre-trial settlement conference.  
Those conferences will generally be conducted in 
Glen Burnie.  Counsel are encouraged to prepare for 
the settlement conferences so that the conference can 
be a meaningful opportunity to discuss settlement.  
Since the clerk’s offi ce devotes a considerable amount 
of time and effort to the scheduling of these confer-
ences, often by repeated telephone calls to attorney’s 
offi ces, these pre-trial settlement conference dates 
are scheduled generally with the agreement with 
counsel, and thus continuances will be scrutinized for 
the existence of true good cause.  Only Judge Duden 
and Judge Spencer will have the authority to continue 
pre-trial settlement conferences.
Rule 3-507 Dismissals in Collection Cases

District Court Rule 3-507 provides for the dis-

Members of the bar are 

again reminded that if 

a case is anticipated 

to require more than 

two hours of trial time, 

counsel should contact 

the clerk’s offi ce so that 

a specially set date is 

considered.
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President’s Message...
Continued from page 1

ing the Holiday Party in conjunction with Greystone Grill who provided 
the food. The AABA looks forward to doing other events at that location 
in the future.

Bar Weekend
Look out for the 

brochure for the 2009 
Bar Weekend after 
the fi rst of the year. It 
promises to be a ter-
rifi c time. Nemacolin 
Woodlands Resort 
(www.nemacolin.
com) is the most fam-
ily-friendly destina-
tion the AABA has 
traveled to yet.  Mark 
your calendars and 
plan to join us March 
13-15, 2009.  

DAVID J. COHEN 
PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR 

TOP NOTCH INVESTIGATIONS 

LICENSED AND BONDED - NY 
 LICENSED - Maryland 

Specializing in Civil and Criminal Investigations 

Work Phone: 410/216-9331 
Cell Phone:   917/301-0430 
E-mail: djc73pi@yahoo.com 

missal of an action for lack of prosecution at the expiration of one year from 
the last docket entry.  After the entry of the dismissal, the plaintiff may move 
within 30 days to vacate the order of dismissal for good cause shown. In 
the past, the District Court for Anne Arundel County has routinely granted 
motions to vacate 3-507 Dismissals and the “good cause” was perhaps not 
closely scrutinized.  In many cases, the case remained dormant literally for 
several years resulting in the entry of multiple 3-507 dismissals followed by 
a plaintiff’s motion to vacate.  As a result of recent discussions in the Dis-
trict Court for Anne Arundel County, members of the bar, and particularly 
attorneys in collection cases, should be aware that the District Court will 
more closely scrutinize motions to vacate in Rule 3-507 cases to determine 
whether in fact good cause does exist to strike the Rule 3-507 dismissal.  
In the motions to vacate, counsel should set forth good cause to vacate the 
dismissal including a recitation of attempts to locate and serve the defendant 
with a summons and complaint or to otherwise explain the lack of activity 
in the case.  
Continuance of Specially Set Cases

In criminal or serious traffi c motor vehicle cases, the clerk’s offi ce of the 
District Court devotes a great deal of time and effort to specially set any case 
which is anticipated to require more than two hours of trial time.   In specially 
setting such cases, the clerk’s offi ce contacts both the State’s Attorney’s of-
fi ce and counsel to reach an agreed upon date.  When cases are specially set, 
sometimes for half a day or even a full day of trial, other cases are removed 
from the docket so that the specially set case may be heard.   Recently, the 
clerk’s offi ce has informed the judges of the District Court that even though 
specially set trials are scheduled on agreed upon dates, counsel from time to 
time are requesting continuances due to confl icts. Members of the bar should 
be aware that although the court will grant a continuance whenever good 
cause exists for the continuance, the request for continuance in the specially 
set cases with agreed upon dates will be closely scrutinized so as to avoid the 
loss of docket time particularly when due to the nearness of the trial date, it 
is impossible for the clerk’s offi ce to schedule another case for that date. 

Continued from page 4
District Court...
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Quality, Results, Value.

Mediation, Arbitration, Facilitation,Training & Consulting

For a complete listing of professionals throughout MD, DC & VA, call
1-888-343-0922 or visit www.McCammonGroup.com

Morton A. Faller, Esq.
Past President, Bankruptcy Bar 
Assoc. for the Dist. of Maryland

Patrick C. McKeever, Esq.
Past President, Montgomery 

County Bar Association

Hon. James L. Ryan
Retired Associate Judge, 

Montgomery County Circuit Court

John E. Sandbower, III, Esq.
Best Lawyers in America,

ADR Section

Hope B. Eastman, Esq.
Past President, The College of 

Labor and Employment Lawyers

THE

MCCAMMON

GROUP

What can you expect from 
The McCammon Group?

Hon. J. Frederick Sharer
Former Judge, Court of 

Special Appeals of Maryland

From personal injury to government contracts and everything in between, our professionals
have your mediation, arbitration, facilitation, training, and consulting needs covered.

Hon. Dale R. Cathell
Retired Judge, Court of 
Appeals of Maryland

 

Creative Dispute Resolutions, LLC 
 

 
 

Panel of Mediators/Arbitrators 
 

Hon. DeLawrence Beard (Ret.)                      John Noble, Esq. 
Jerome H. Berman, Esq.                       Robert C. Park, Jr., Esq. 
Henry C. Clarke, Jr., Esq.                 N. Alfred Pasternak, Esq. 
Daniel P. Dozier, Esq.                            Joann Robertson, Esq. 
Dena C. Feeney, Esq.                              Don F. Ryder, Jr., Esq. 
James M. Greenan, Esq.                              Joel M. Savits, Esq. 
William E. Hewitt, Jr., Esq.                    Diane A. Seltzer, Esq. 
Erik C. Johnson, Esq.                               Elliot H. Shaller, Esq. 
Ellen F. Kandell, Esq.                           Steven A. Shapiro, Esq. 
Hon. Edward G. Ketchen (Ret.)  Suzanne M. Snedegar, Esq. 
Hon. Dennis M. McHugh (Ret.)     Hon. Ann N. Sundt (Ret.) 
Joseph J. Mulhern, Esq.                           James S. Wilson, Esq. 

 

Mediation, Arbitration, and Dispute Resolution Services  
Throughout Maryland and D.C. 

 
Subject Matter Expertise and the Right Style for Any Dispute 

 
 Domestic/Family  Personal Injury  Malpractice  Construction 
 Business/Commercial  Workers’ Comp  Insurance  Real Estate/Land Use 
 Labor/Employment  Gov’t Contracts  Estates/Probate  Products Liability 
 Bankruptcy  Premises Liability  Environmental  Intellectual Property 

 

 
(301) 977-8002                         (301) 977-0585 (fax)                    www.creativedisputeresolutions.com 
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Continued on page 9

The Wheelhouse
Sports Commentary by

Jonathan Pasterick

Battle of the Beltway... from a distance

202.530.8808

800.966.6099

www.cfes.com

cfes@cfes.com

Call us to discuss your case

THE CENTER FOR
FORENSIC ECONOMIC STUDIES

economic & statistical
analysis & testimony

personal injury / wrongful death /
employment / commercial /
securities

Now that most of the bar sports leagues 
are in hibernation, it seems time to move 
back to the professional sports world. I’ve 

recently been informed that there was a tackle 
football game between two 
local teams that many people 
seemed particularly inter-
ested in.... 

Now, in the interest of 
full disclosure, I admit that I am a dyed-in-the-
wool Pittsburgh Steelers fan. Originally, I was 
going to use this fact to suggest some impartiality. 
But let’s be honest, I don’t think there are many 
Steelers fans that are ambivalent about the Ravens. 
Still, I will try to bring some levity to the situation.
I’m not going to do the whole “Redskins fans 
are like this …” and “Ravens fans are like this 
…” because that whole thing is played out pretty 
badly. The fan bases are different, and I’ll leave it 
at that. Pointing to this particular game, however, 

my impression from listening to both sets of fans 
and talk radio is, Ravens fans care a little too much, 
Redskins fans too little.

Let’s get this straight: this is not a rivalry. I 
don’t care how close two 
teams are, if you only 
play a team once every 
five years, they aren’t 
your rival. I understand 

Baltimore folks are still bitter about their beloved 
Colts being Mayfl owered away 25 years ago. And 
I’m sure some resent the Redskins for becoming 
the “local” team in the interim. But let’s face it, 
you had a team stolen from you, and you stole 
someone else’s team. And you’ve had your team 
for 13 years now. Let it go. It’s even steven. Folks 
in the Middle East are envious of your grudge-
holding ability.

On the other side, there was an unnatural 
ambivalence coming from the south side of the 
beltway that was mystifying. I guess Skins fans 
don’t see it as the same degree of rivalry. On the 
one hand, they’re right, for the reasons previously 
mentioned. On the other hand, the Redskins are 
(or were) still plausibly playoff contenders, and 
the chance to play a virtual home game to stay 
in the race should have been cause for a lot more 
enthusiasm than I sensed they had. Maybe Skins 
fans are a little gun-shy about their team taking 

I understand 

Baltimore folks are 

still bitter about their 

beloved Colts being 

Mayfl owered away 25 

years ago. 

Law Offices of 

Kendall B. Summers 
(410) 295 – 9600 

Family Law Referrals

          Alimony                      Guardianship 
          Child Custody Name Change 
          Child Support             Pre-Marital
          Divorce/                   Property Settlement
         Related Matters           

A Collaborative Practice 
___________Civil Trial and Mediation__________

                      Law Offices of Kendall B. Summers

204 Duke of Gloucester St.                 1419 Forest Drive  
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NEGOTIATION/
MEDIATION/ARBITRATION 
 

*  Harvard Law School trained mediator

*  Named to Maryland’s Top 100 
Women by The Daily Record 

*  Faculty member of the Judicial 
Institute and UB Law School

*  Concentration areas: divorce, real 
estate/construction, fi nance

 

 PATRICIA A. 
“TRISH” MILLER

 410-268-5771

410-562-8723   

Child Access Mediation
Clinical Consultations

Education Programs

Collaborative Divorce

Parent-Child Reunification
Parent Coordination
Psychotherapy

Divorce Coach ~ Child Specialist

Thank you!

Happy Holidays

Announcing my 9 year
as a solo practitioner.
I am grateful for your

kind referrals.

th

College Parkway Office Center

584 Bellerive Road, Suite 3d . Annapolis, MD 21409

Appointments: 410.349.1170

Fax: 410.626.8627

PattiCummings0@verizon.net
Appointments available on the Eastern Shore

Patricia A. Cummings
LCSW-C, LLC

INTRODUCTION TO COLLABORATIVE PRACTICE
2-day Interactive Training in Collaborative Family Practice

Presented by Suzanne Brunsting, Esquire

January 23rd and 24th, 2009

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Country Inn & Suites, 2600 Housely Road, Annapolis, MD 21401

Approved for 12 hours of PA CLE Credit Hours including 1.00E and 11.00S; and
by the Maryland Board of Professional Counselors and Therapists for Category A CE

Includes a complete introduction to Collaborative Family practice theory, practice, and skills 
development as well as ethics and practice development considerations.  Appropriate for 

professionals new to Collaborative practice as well as experienced professionals wishing to 
improve upon their skills.

The program will also provide an overview of a multidisciplinary Collaborative law practice 
and relationship building for lawyers, mental health professionals, mediators and financial 

specialists.

For more information, please call 410-321-5851 or 443-520-9690, or write CTS@CollaborativeTrainingSolutions.com.

www.CollaborativeTrainingSolutions.com
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-- Quality with Technology -- 
Annapolis based, reporter-owned, full service court 
reporting firm serving Maryland, D.C., No. VA & 

Delaware

Now offering worldwide 
Videoconferencing in Annapolis & 
Easton at guaranteed lowest rates.

  4 - 6 day average delivery 
  NCRA Certified reporters and staff
  Realtime & rough ASCII transcripts 
  Videotaped & video sync depositions
  Complimentary – ASCII disks/CDs, 

           Condensed and Electronic transcripts 
  Conference rooms in Annapolis, 

           Easton, Baltimore, D.C., Greenbelt 
  Online scheduling & repository

Why wait weeks for your transcripts, call Corbin & Hook 
and enjoy the efficiency of 4-6 day average delivery. 

(410) 268-6006     1-866-337-6778 
Visit our website at: 

www.corbinandhook.com 
Proud Platinum Sponsor of the AABA

BANKRUPTCY REFERRALS
We seek referrals in the following 

areas of law:

 • Chapter 7 or 13 Bankruptcy
 • Federal and (Maryland) State tax resolution
 • Home Loan modifi cation
 • Foreclosure and real property issues

Contact:  Christopher R. Doyle, Esq.
       Thomas D. Wall, Esq.

The Law Offi ces of Doyle and 
Wall, L.L.C.

1419 Forest Drive, Suite 205
Annapolis, Maryland 21403-1473

(410) 280-3330
(888) 88DOYLE 
(888) 883-6953

www.doyleandwall.com

on some water recently. That said, the Skins made 
the playoffs two of the past three years based on 
improbable late-season runs, so I guess I just didn’t 
get the defeatist mindset.

Anyway, since I am a ridiculous procrastina-
tor, I wrote this after the game. Unfortunately 
for the Skins, their players mirrored their fans in 
the confi dence department, and pretty much got 
manhandled by the Ravens, 24-10. Ed Reed ter-
rorized the Skins offense all night, and the Skins 
just didn’t have the toughness to compete with the 
Ravens. Apparently, the Skins didn’t get the memo 
that the Ravens are a somewhat tough team. And 
while you can beat them, it won’t be because they 
don’t bring the intensity. So, in conclusion, the 
Ravens fans can crow (ha ha, get it? crow?) for 
the next fi ve years, while Redskins fans await the 
Snyder spending smorgasbord that the off season 
invariably brings.

Battle of the Beltway...
Continued from page 7

Eric Schwartz, MAI

Real Property Valuations

Litigation Support-Appraisals-Reviews
Tax Appeal-Divorce-Estate-Liquidation

410-626-7441-eschwartz@realpropertyanalyst.com-www.realpropertyanalyst.com
Annapolis, MD - Licensed in MD/DC/VA

Eric Schwartz, MAI

Real Property Valuations
30 years of expertise

Litigation Support-Forensic Appraisal Reviews
Assessment Appeals-Divorce-Estate Settlements-Liquidation of Assets

410-626-7441
eschwartz@realpropertyanalyst.com

www.realpropertyanalyst.com
Licensed in MD/DC/VA
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CONSUMER PROTECTION ISSUES
Available for referrals or co-counseling in:

• Car Dealer Fraud
• Wrongful Repossessions
• Foreclosure Rescue Scams
• Predatory Lending
• Debt Collection Harassment
• Consumer Protection Act

Contact: Peter A. Holland

The Holland Law Firm, P.C.
Clock Tower Place, Annapolis, MD 21403

410-280-6133
peter@hollandlawfirm.com
www.hollandlawfirm.com

As you know, language interpreters are not 
court employees and they are hired on an 
hourly basis. In order to avoid unneces-

sary expense while, at the same time, making sure 
that we have interpreters available when needed, 
you are asked to follow these guidelines:

1. If you are aware of the need for an inter-
preter, notify the court as soon as possible. There 
are a limited number of interpreters available and 
they usually work in multiple jurisdictions. Please 
use the interpreter request form available on the 
Circuit Court’s web site (www.circuitcourt.org).

2. In your request and in any follow up, be 
sure to specify the language and if appropriate, 
the specifi c dialect required. Thus, it is not suf-
fi cient to request an interpreter in “Chinese” or 
“Pakistani” etc.

3. Tell us who the interpreter is needed for. If 
a defendant needs one, we will have to provide an 
interpreter for every court event. However, if the 
interpreter is only needed for a witness, then we 
may not need one for status conferences, pleas, 
motions, etc.

4. When you appear in court, please let the 
courtroom clerk know that you have an interpreter 
case, so that the judge may take that in consider-
ation in handling the docket.

5. Check with the Assignment Offi ce, well 
in advance of a court date to make sure that the 
request for interpreter has been brought to their 
attention and that an interpreter will be available. 
The Assignment Offi ce can be reached at (phone) 
410-222-1422 and ( fax) 410-222-1413.

Notice to Counsel: Regarding Interpreters in Criminal Cases

6. As the large majority of criminal cases do 
not actually end up in a full trial, we will not engage 
an interpreter for a lengthy period, unless we are 
reasonably sure that the case will actually be tried. 
When a case turns into a plea or a postponement at 
the last minute, the court still ends up paying the 
interpreter for a block of time that may have been 
unnecessary. Also, it is unfair for the interpreters 
to reserve time on their schedules without being 
compensated.

Furthermore, if a case really is going to be 
tried, it may be necessary to engage two interpret-
ers to avoid fatigue and errors. Therefore, unless 
you specifi cally keep in touch with the Assignment 
Offi ce regarding the status of your case, we will 
assume that you do not need an interpreter for more 
than two hours.

7. Feel free to contact me regarding any inter-
preter cases and I will assist in coordinating the 
interpreter needs for any case.

From Judge Paul A. Hackner, Circuit Court for Anne Arundel County

In order to avoid 
unnecessary expense 

while, at the same 
time, making sure that 

we have interpreters 
available when needed, 
you are asked to follow 

these guidelines...
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Free State

Our Services:

MD State Certified: 
DWI/DUI Programs 

Substance Abuse Education & Treatment 

MVA Approved & Court Approved 

Anger Management ~ Domestic Violence 
Sexual Offender ~ Shoplifting/Theft 

Prevention Program 

Customized Programming Available 

Mental Health Counseling/Therapy 
Psychiatric Evaluations & Treatment 

410-768-5988
410-768-5989 (fax) 

annearundelcounseling.com 

Superior MD State Certified evaluation, 
education & treatment provided by 

licensed counselors. 

MD State Certified 

Glen Burnie 
Edgewater

Annapolis/Arnold

Anne Arundel Community College has 
named Karen L. Cook, Esq., of Riva as 
acting director of the new Legal Studies 

Institute launched in July 2008.
Past president of the Anne Arundel Bar As-

sociation, Cook oversees seven full-time and 30 
part-time faculty members, manages the institute 
and the Legal Studies Internship Program. The 
institute offers degree and certifi cate programs of 
study including a Law and Jurisprudence pre-law 
transfer program and the American Bar Association 
approved Paralegal Studies degree and certifi cate 
programs.

“Our future plans for the institute include of-
fering additional credit courses to enhance our pro-
grams, providing advanced continuing education 
courses for paralegals, sponsoring annual confer-
ences and forming more partnerships with county 
and state organizations, educational institutions 
and the judiciary to meet the community’s legal 
training and education needs,” Cook said.

Cook leads new Legal Studies Institute at AACC

A faculty member at AACC since 1999, she 
has taught mediation, business law, paralegal stud-
ies, criminal justice, criminal law, advanced legal 
research and writing.  She continues to serve as a 
professor of paralegal and legal studies. Cook also 
acts as the college’s federal compliance manager.

Cook currently serves on the AABA board of 
trustees, chairs the Maryland State Bar Association 
Special Committee on Paralegals, is a member of 
the AACC Foundation Inc. board of directors and 
the Mediator Excellence Council of the Maryland 
Program for Mediator Excellence. She is an alum-
nus of the 2004 class of Leadership Anne Arundel 
and in 2006 won a teaching excellence award from 
the National Institute for Staff and Organizational 
Development.

Cook graduated magna cum laude with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in English and Education 
from Montclair State University and cum laude 
with a Juris Doctor degree from California Western 
School of Law. She is a trained mediator.

“Our future plans for 

the institute include 

offering additional credit 

courses..., providing 

advanced continuing 

education courses for 

paralegals, sponsoring 

annual conferences 

and forming more 

partnerships with county 

and state organizations, 

educational institutions 

and the judiciary ...,” 

Cook said.



PATENTS, TRADEMARKS, COPYRIGHTS, 
TRADE SECRETS. William Ramsey, 410-740-2225. 
billramsey1@comcast.net
AFFORDABLE LEGAL BILLING and fi nancial man-
agement specialists. Let us help you get back to work! 
Data entry, A/R, AP, Escrow Management, Reconcilia-
tion, Preperation for Tax Returns. Please call for a free 
consultation 410-829-4866.
CONSUMER PROTECTION ISSUES: Car Dealer 
Fraud, Wrongful Repossessions, Foreclosure Rescue Scams, 
Predatory Lending, Debt Collection Harassment, Consumer 
Protection Act. Contact Peter A. Holland, The Holland Law 
Firm, P.C. at 410-280-6133, www.hollandlawfi rm.com.
TITLE SERVICES: Attorney owned title company 
available to assist w/ all commercial & residential 
transactions. Absolute Title Group 410-590-0404, 
catward@absolutetitlegroup.com
CERTIFIED APPRAISALS of  Stamp Collections, 
Postal Covers and Cards. Members American Philatelic 
Society. County Stamp Center Annapolis, MD 410-757-
5800 - www.stampcenter.com
C.P.A. - Clients with back taxes, delinquent tax returns, 
audits and other IRS problems. MYOB and Quickbooks 
support. Call J.E. Leanos & Co., CPA’s, 410-269-6640.
STATE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW: Retired Administra-
tive Law Judge after 18 years with OAH. Available for 
consultations or referrals involving MVA, Special Educa-
tion, Home Improvement, Child Abuse/Neglect Registry, 
Medical Assistance, Food Stamps and appeals of any other 
State agency actions. Call The Offi ce of A. Michael Nolan 
at 410-530-8794, email: amnolan@amnolanlaw.com.
 NSA,CIA, DOD/DOHA, & MILITARY SECURITY 
CLEARANCE APPEALS: Representation of federal 
employees, contractors and military personnel facing 
denial or revocation of security clearances or SCI ac-
cess. Pre-application counseling and security question-
naire preparation assistance. Company security offi cer 
briefi ngs by former Intelligence Community offi cer & 
instructor. Mark F. Riley, Esq., 410-280-9615, www.
SecurityClearanceAppeals.com 
POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS: Criminal/civil 
/pre-employment, APA/MPA Certifi ed. Retired M.S.P. 
Kelley Investigative Security Services. 410-778-0531 or 
410-708-3330.
SPECIAL EDUCATION AND STUDENT 
DISCIPLINE: Dedicated to protecting and advancing the 
rights of children with disabilities in Maryland school 
districts. Accepting referrals in matters involving (1) 
Educational Rights for students with Autism/Aspergers 

Anne Arundel Bar Association
P.O. Box 161
Annapolis, MD  21404-0161

Classifi ed advertising rates: $.50 per word, prepaid. To place a classifi ed ad, contact the AABA at 410-280-6950.
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FOR RENT
HISTORIC DISTRICT OFFICE/RESIDENCE 
for Rent - 123 Cathedral St., Annapolis. Older c.1820 
brick and siding, 2 and 1/2 story building, plus base-
ment usable for storage and yard. Ideal for professional 
offi ce or combination offi ce and residence. Zoned MX 
permitting both commercial and residential. First block 
south of West St. Easy walk to Church Circle, Circuit 
Court, State House and state offi ce buildings. 1,335 sq. 
ft., $3000/month, Triple Net Lease. Call Vernon Miller 
at 410-268-5570.
CLASS A OFFICE SPACE available on West St. in 
Annapolis. Building has a covered parking garage. 
Offi ce features Conference room, kitchen, bathroom, 
reception area and several offi ces. There is a very elegant 
offi ce at a very reasonable price available furnished or 
unfurnished. If you have any interest please call Thomas 
Ellis at 410-280-5603.
CATHEDRAL ST., 3rd fl oor walkup, 2 offi ces plus 
copy/storage room, approx. 350 sq. ft., parking available. 
410-263-3163.
ANNAPOLIS Cathedral St. offi ce. First fl oor, 3 rooms, 750 
sq. ft., $750/month plus utilities. Call Helen 410-263-0220.
OFFICE FOR LEASE: 795 Aquahart Rd. newly  
rennovated building - 618 sq. ft. - you pick carpet and 
paint. $1100 per month plus utilities. Dellcrest Realty 
410-666-0900.
FOR RENT:  130 sq. ft. furnished offi ce near West St. 
library. Shared kitchen, conference room, bath and plenty 
of parking. Reception service and copier available. $575 
includes utilities. 410-266-6592
TURN-KEY EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 1419 Forest 
Dr., Annapolis. Offi ces, conference room, full function 
phone system w/ answering, high speed internet, ample, 
free parking. Call 410-267-6407.
GLEN BURNIE TOWN CENTER, Conference Room, 
Offi ce Equipment, Mailbox, Sign, 1 block from Court-
house, $200/mo. 410-766-4858.
ONE TO FOUR ROOM OFFICE SUITES available 
directly across from the Circuit Court. 410-269-6720.
OFFICE FOR RENT: Inner West Street, reasonable rent 
and utilities, excellent for a professional. One large offi ce 
and one small offi ce, parking. Call 410-267-0227.
___________________________________________
SERVICES
IMMIGRATION: Signifi cant reforms likely 2009 with 
new White House/Congress. New opportunities to become 
legal. Family, Employment, Citizenship, Deportation. 23 
years experience. Alan H. Freedman, 410-224-4547.
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Disorder, Learning Disabilities, Speech/Language/Hear-
ing/Visual Impairments, AD/HD or other disabilities,  (2) 
Bullying/Harassment, and (3) Discipline/Suspensions/
Expulsions. Contact Eric S. Wellens, Esq. 410-647-1493. 
www.WellensLaw.com.
BILLING/BOOKKEEPING:PCLaw, Quickbooks, 
Amicus Attorney and more. Flexible, experienced, on/off 
site. Call DataSure at 410-271-3976. 
ADOPTION: Available to consult, assist in, and handle 
referrals in all types of adoptions. John Greene, Annapolis, 
410-268-4500. www.familiesthruadoption.com 
CIVIL APPEALS: Anne Arundel County attorney available 
for civil appeals. Broad range of experience in civil litigation. 
Former appellate experience. Nancy Knapp 410-544-2513.
ECONOMIST: Lost income for personal injury, wrongful 
death, employment and discrimination cases. Valuations 
of small businesses and pensions for divorce and contract 
disputes. University Professor with extensive experience. 
Dr. Richard B. Edelman, 8515 Whittier Blvd, Bethesda, 
MD 20817. 301-469-9575 or 1-800-257-8626. Visit www.
economic-analysis.com. VISA/MC. 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY: Questions about 
Copyrights, Trademarks, Patents & Trade Secrets answered 
at www.copyrights-attorney.com or contact Douglas 
Clark Hollmann--LawEur@aol.com--410-263-6161--116 
Cathedral St., Ste. D, Annapolis, MD 21401 -- admitted 
MD, NY & DC State & Federal Courts.

APPEALS: Court of Appeals, Court of Special Appeals, 
circuit courts and administrative agencies. Brief writing - oral 
argument. Unbundled services and appellate consulting. Teri 
Spradlin-Dahn at Rifkin, Livingston, Levitan & Silver, LLC, 
225 Duke of Gloucester, Annapolis. 410-269-5066.

EXPERT WITNESS AND LITIGATION Support Ser-
vices: Over 30 years experience in business, commercial 
and taxation matters. John P. McKim, Certifi ed Public Ac-
countant/Accredited Business Valuation 410-263-1204.

NATIONAL SECURITY, CLEARANCE APPEALS 
and Federal Contracts Matters. Representation of Clients 
in matters involving NSA and the Intelligence and Defense 
Communities including defense of security clearance/SCI 
revocation or denial; adverse personnel actions; Foreign 
Ownership, Control or Infl uence (FOCI) issues; Inspector 
General investigations; new business startup; and business 
issues. Contact Dennis J. Sysko, Esquire at 410-768-9300 
or djsysko@henault-sysko.com.


